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Hooded Plover

Habitat: There are two subspecies: the
Easterm subspecies is found on coean
beaches im 54, WIC, TAS and RSW.

" In W, the subspecies uses beaches

E_ “and inland salt lakes.

Facts:

* There are fewer than 6000 left in
the world.

¢ They nast aut in the open Lo have a
fudl wiener af any approaching threals,

= Their nickname is 'Hoodie'.

Eadfern subipeciet
N

Beach Stone-curlew

5 . Habitat: Found mastly around the
- rearthern coasts af Australia WA, MNT,
CELDY, MEW), an beachas, esbuaries, °
mangroves, mudilals and islancs.,
Facts:
= Being a large bird, they are extra shy
and sensitive to disburbanoa,

= Their favourite food s soldier crabs.

Pied Oystercatcher

Habitat: They are found mostly on sandy
ocean beaches, all around Australia.

Facts:

= They dan’t really sal oysters but prafer
other malluscs like pipis!

» They use their kil to pry open shelfish.

F A

Sooty Oystercatcher - Little Tern
:m;ﬂrfﬁfﬁln;n;gtg?:ts and are n‘ d':*P‘d Flm'- Habitat: Mostly found on the northern

coasts of Australia but they do extend
south im to VIC, TAS and MSW.

Facts:
+ They are the smallest of the terns.

o Thiey laak just like Fairy terns Bul look
closaly at the pics for the dilferences!

Habitat; Found all owver Australia,

Facts: irv inland salty or frashwaler
= Their chicks hawve dark feathers which wallands, and on beaches,

blend into thewr rocky habitat. Facts:

* The famale’s 'JI"F" is longer = The chicks hatch with adult-
than the mals’s, sized legs, ready to run!

= The male has a bright rusty
red head and the female’s
head is duller. The male
incubates at night so he
cdoesn't stand out to predators,

and the female takes the

day shift, as she is more Facts:

camouflaged. = They choose ta nest closest

to their favourite lishing spot!

= Thy look like fairies when
thiy hover averheadd.

Flir:y Tern

Habkitat: Foundin Wa, 58, VIC
amd TAS. This seabird feeds out
at sea and nests on land.




and chicks, many eyes spotting &
threat earhy and then they begin
thigir defence as a group, even dive
bombing somecns who comes oo
clase! T

= 2 o
Ovystercatche
out/pp loudly and even fly in
a circle abowe you, wWorrying
about their chick and trying
to warn you ko leave,

"o e

Hoodies quictly sneak off the nest
or if they have chicks, call cut an alarm
and the chicks rum to hide. The hoodies
will wait patiently until the threat has
gone from the area, and then sneak
back ko their mest or chicks. They are
masters of camouflage and secrecy

displays when thay spot a
threat near their eggs o 7
- chicks, They will drag their
*wing and run along the ground.
“tin frant of you like & mouse,
‘Take ma ibstaad, F'm sasy ta
catch’ is the message they
are brying to give toa hungry

Ii If you sea thesa birds on tha besch or signs that suy they are nesting, please
giva them plenty of space so they can safely care for their eggs and chicks.
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- [ the chick.
'lh ; .. The Beach Stone-curlew is a large
shorebird with baold markings, but did you
o kmoww that this is jusk the right colouring to
F"‘-\,_ match their coastal habitats?

When danger is near, the chick will
cruch om the ground and keep perfectly
still. This amazing camaoullage saves
them from being eaten!

See how well the eggs match the
colours of the sand. Imagine how
gasy it is bo step on them!

SECRET
| CIND
SEARCH

9 Tick the box when
C,-D f@ you have found the
number shawn.

10 Can you find these items hidden
@ | troughout this booklet?




. It's very busy in the tern colony below, with eggs to be
SHOREBIRDS SEABIRDS Incubated and chicks to be fed. Can you spot the
: 10 differences between the tweo scenes below?

Shorebirds reed on beachas
riscks ancd shoress of likes

They sal mainly crustaceans,
worms anc malluscs

\ I by hawve lang legs Tor a
| il spent running arawnd A
anghare.

They nest a5 pairs. sething _.J‘f
up their ‘territory’, which
they hiercely defend, so

3 mﬂfuﬂ they hawve enough focd to

raise a family.

Seabirds are streamlined, L
with short legs, as they [
spend most of their time !
fyimg over the sea foraqing. !

/]f

They will dive far fish!

They mest in colonies, choosing the 'safety
im numbers’ approach to protecting theda
eqas and chicks. They need to leave thelr
chicks to fly out bo sea to fish, so the
chicks hamg out together.




AT_CHE You're a Pied Oystercatcher chick (9} ?ur parants find (11}
OYSTERC and have to survive on the beach for 'E;‘m i

50 days before you can fly. (0D LUCL! 8 st i Bl

o You will need: dice, some countérs and s ( _-H‘\

w same friends ta play with. Te play, rell o - £

- 'o' the dice and run! 6 .
‘L ﬂv— Wl e B0 B a 6

exziled Lo

s‘m be out of Its wery hot

Lhe =og! el ol need to
4 LY L. Haop ahosd shay shesiierad
= ff [ o day Skip a turn.

You are almost
Eraumips b

Go back Lo
Lhe sbark.

. Oh e, you're chased
L i by an off-leash dog.
T et Fallow the oog

@ A ladly puts hee
@ g on A lead
""i_ Fodbor thie diosg

— laa] forsard

/-x Tour days

printg back five
davs. i-{

WOl Can Mo

Tasansd i s,
] s Tound & nice
! Juicy o,
hasistormn boday, Feall again.
you have to hide
in e olumes.

Miss & furm

—_—
s & Tamily sets up
! ] their tent for the
I— lay, wou can't
Cane D4t B [esnad A Tk s an
Yol probective 5 3
AT AN -",. G Dok P days }-.Efriru:l-j-:ll:l

the crovwds at &
ll.-" distance,
Rl again.

& kestrel swoops
but missas,
Close call!

Go back onae day,

il run for
vl lifes
back to

The= rarier Wisils

A 4WD on
the beach just Eﬁﬂm 5 k{-.-{. G-F
Missas you & child packs up . %
: " fishing line from Muove foreard s
Move back g e i

tha keach so
wou're safa from
entanglemant,
Mowa forward
six days

fowr days
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Hooded Plover

Little Tern

Rt

Sooty
Oystercatcher

camouflage
dune
colonial
chick

raven
extinction
hatch
samphire
soldier crab
cryptic
beach
habitat
clutch

scrape

Red-cappod
Flower

theera ara signs for beach-nasting
brirda, shesulol you walk on the diy oF
wial sand?

4. What i an Owstercalichess favourite
T ¥

7. What & one of the st common
predators of & basch-nesting brd?

B True or False! Plower chuckis find their
o Tond {soon after habching » andd
are fol Fed By Uhier parenls.

9. Mame a state where Beach S5tone
urlews ars Found?

G'H j‘-; Draw a line to match the ACROSS R R 4 ’
g adult bird with their chick/s. 3. When walking on the beach and dog?

1, Is it tha male or female Red-capped ’

Plower that has the bright red head? r

DOWN

1

2. Whiy are the eggs speschled?
5 Wihat is the all black ovslercatcher

Wihat do you call a chick that can

non Flw? '
called? ‘

- Which Plover is threatemsd with t
extinction?

1
1

'* If you take your dog to the beach, please keep it on a leash during nesting

season and never let your dog chase birds!




A dog off the lead has frightened
this little red-capped plover chick
into hiding. Now it needs your help
to find its way back to jts parents.

) When tracks end
mﬁllai,‘l'wﬂl":rl }
tracks this way (see arrows
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: # Don'tli in front of the
oul for signage Beruce nger
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HrclLile Australia's Baach-nasting Birds Progmam
aims b improsss the conserealiion cutksol Tor
reilent shorabirgs angl migratory saalyrods that
nast an keachss arcund Australia. Through a
range of on-ground consensation sshicns (such
as lancing 1o protect nasks), cibiZzen sclanca
mcnitering, resaarch and ediucation, we ara
halping these threatensd beds! You can help by
loaking cut lor signs at the baach and giving
thesa birds a sale space to rase thair chicks!

To find aub more yisit waw Birdlite.orgoau/Beach
o uge the contact dafails below
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Copyright: Fepraduction in whole or in pait
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Answers for the activitios witfin Ehis ookt
can bae acceseed] s

httpcstersra birdiita.org auldocuments”
BHEB_Wing_Thing_answer_Fage pdf

This pklicatean was

davalapead with -
Fireding Trcim tha RS Exvire ; mwntal
Enmsirgnmental Trsst M ey i

Australia’s voice for birds since 1901

Life Australia s dadicated b achievang
anding conservation rasults far our Rnathng
birgs and thair kabitats. With our specialised
kncwladge and the commitmeant of an Australis-
wide aetwork of wolufbears and Supporbers, wa
arg cragting a bright future for Australia's birds.

Add your voice

lrll'
jioln us wvalunteer
Hy,

birdlife.org.au
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